
Headless WordPress
Use Cases & Best Practices

Chakkrisn  TalawatMenn



Chakkrisn  TalawatMenn
จกัรกฤษณ ์ตาฬวฒัน ์(เมน่)

Managing Director, Seed Webs

President, OSEDA

ThaiPBS Verify

ThaiPBS Policy Watch

High-traffic information platforms • 10K req/sec

Performance-driven websites • 90+ / 100 PageSpeed scores

Enterprise-grade corporate sites with thousands of articles

Headless WordPress Experience
Publications & Membership Platforms

Listed Companies

Education Organizations

Digital Agencies



Headless WordPress

Understanding
What is Headless WordPress?

Evaluating Fit
When Headless Makes Sense?

Implementation
Visual Builder or Code?



Headless WordPress

Understanding
What is Headless WordPress?



WordPress
Presentation

Content

A WordPress website consists of two main 
parts: the content management layer  
and the presentation layer.

admin



Headless
For large-scale sites, WordPress can become 
server-heavy. Headless WordPress solves this by 
using WordPress only as a data source and 
delivering content via API

Presentation

Content

API



Frontend
The presentation layer is rebuilt with a modern 
JS frontend (React, Vue). The static frontend is 
deployed on a global CDN, resulting in much 
faster load times.

Frontend

Content

API

CDN



Server

Serverless

Depends on a dedicated server

10,000 users = 10,000 compute operations

Does not rely on a fixed server

10,000 users may trigger only a single  
compute operation

10,000 Req/Sec

1 Req

Presentation

Frontend

Content

Content

API



Pros Cons
Extremely fast 

frontends (SSR/SSG)

More complex 

architecture

Two hosting environments 

WordPress & Frontend

Many plugins don’t work 
headless

Security

WordPress admin hidden

Flexibility

build and connect anything



Headless WordPress

Evaluating Fit
When Headless Makes Sense?



Enterprise & Marketing Sites

When Headless Makes Sense?

Thousands of articles


Ultra-fast loading across devices


High-traffic readership


Security-Focused



Membership Platforms

When Headless Makes Sense?

Integrate with modern user databases

(Supabase, Neon, D1, PocketBase, Firebase, etc.)


Deliver gated or public content


sourced from WordPress




E-commerce Storefronts

When Headless Makes Sense?

WooCommerce, WordPress CPT as Backend


Customize Cart, Checkout and CRM integrations


Deliver significantly faster product pages



Frontend

Content

Modern DB
 

Supabase, Neon,  
D1, PocketBase,


Firebase, etc.

API

API

CDN

Headless WordPress with  DBExternal



Why Headless , 

Not  Headless CMS?

WordPress
Other

Recommended: webstudio.is/tools/headless-cms-finder ➔

No Vendor Lock-in - Own Your Data


Flexible & Mature - CPTs, Fields, API


Lower Cost to Build & Maintain

https://webstudio.is/tools/headless-cms-finder


When you  Use Headless?SHOULD NOT

Small blog/SME with no dev team


Gutenberg/Block Theme already meets needs



Headless WordPress

Implementation
Visual Builder or Code?



CMS ➔ API ➔ Frontend

Headless in Practice

CMS

API

Visual Builder

Webstudio

Code

Next.js



CMS ➔ API

Headless in Practice

CMS

 /wp-json/wp/v2/posts

 /wp-json/wp/v2/posts/? =title,author,meta.key_name_fields

 /wp-json/wp/v2/posts/? =author,wp:term,wp:featuredmedia_embed

 ? =12per_page  &_embed

REST API GraphQL

https://developer.wordpress.org/rest-api/using-the-rest-api/global-parameters/

https://developer.wordpress.org/rest-api/using-the-rest-api/global-parameters/


Headless Theme Demo

Headless in Practice

https://github.com/SeedWebs/headless-theme-demo

Add Post Data Add Filter by Slug

https://github.com/SeedWebs/headless-theme-demo


Headless Site Demo

Headless in Practice

https://headless.seeddemo.com/wp-json/wp/v2/posts

Default REST

Added

https://headless.seeddemo.com/wp-json/wp/v2/posts


Visual Builder

Headless in Practice

CMS

API

Visual Builder

Webstudio

Code

Next.js



Webstudio.is

Headless in Practice



https://p-161882f3-7e4a-4b63-8cd2-e12da398937b.apps.webstudio.is/?authToken=d09c48c9-e600-4d9d-ad20-aedd0624b00b&mode=preview


https://p-161882f3-7e4a-4b63-8cd2-e12da398937b.apps.webstudio.is/?authToken=d09c48c9-e600-4d9d-ad20-aedd0624b00b&mode=preview






Query Loop







Code with JS Framework

Headless in Practice

CMS

API

Visual Builder

Webstudio

Code

Next.js



Next.js

Headless in Practice



Headless Next.js Demo

Headless in Practice

https://github.com/SeedWebs/headless-frontend-demo

https://github.com/SeedWebs/headless-frontend-demo


Webstudio or Next.js?

Headless in Practice

Webstudio Next.js

 Speed to Launch ✦✦✦✦✦ ✦✦✦

 Custom Animation & UI ✦✦✦ ✦✦✦✦✦

 Designers can build ✦✦✦✦✦ ✦

 App-like features ✦ ✦✦✦✦✦

 Development cost



API Best Practices

Headless in Practice

REST

WPGraphQL

Metabox ACF


Cache

Performance

 is Standard, easy to use and cache


 for advance & rare cases 


Custom fields, Post Types - use  or 

 aggressively (Redis / CDN)


Monitor API 



Security Best Practices

Headless in Practice

Disable

endpoints


plugins 

Hide

Offload media

 REST routes you don’t use


Only expose necessary 

Remove unused 

 wp-admin + use passwordless login


 to R2/S3 to hide WordPress from the public.



Headless WordPress Summary

Content Freedom
With More Complex Architecture 

Performance
With Custom UX

Rebuild Frontend
With Webstudio or Next.js



Q & A
Headless WordPress

Use Cases & Best Practices

Chakkrisn  TalawatMenn

Slides & Links
seedwebs.com/hw


